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mission." Observing Izvolski's failures to open the Straits
by peaceful diplomatic means and his own failure to coerce
Germany into an instant modification of General Liman's
command at Constantinople, owing in each case chiefly to
Sir Edward Grey's attitude, the Russian Foreign Minister
came to the conclusion that he could succeed in his Balkan
aims only as a result of "European complications." While
Izvolski had attempted the more modest task of merely
opening the Straits to Russian warships, Sazonov wanted to
achieve the wider Pan-Slav "historic mission" of obtaining
possession of the Straits and controlling Constantinople. It
was because the Liman von Sanders Mission seemed to
lessen the likelihood of this that Sazonov was so alarmed by
it. Hence his proposal of "measures of compulsion" to force
Turkey to abandon it; these, however, were not put into
effect, owing to Germany's timely concessions and M.
Kokovtsev's restraining influence. Hence also Sazonov's
contemplation of a landing force to seize the Straits, which
the military experts declared was impracticable at the mo-
ment but should be prepared for in case of European com-
plications in the future. During the spring of 1914, to-
gether with M. Izvolski and President Poincare, he worked
to tighten the bonds with England by negotiations for an
Anglo-Russian Naval Convention, in order that, when the
"inevitable" war broke out, the solidarity of the Triple
Entente should be more perfect than on former occasions.
Consequently, if a new crisis arose, Germany and Austria
would have to yield—or fight a war in which the superior
forces would be on the side of the Triple Entente. In July,
1914, with the restraining hand of Kokovtsev removed,
Sazonov believed that this Entente solidarity was virtually
assured, when the murder of the Archduke and the Austrian
ultimatum caused the "European complications" by means
ot which he calculated that Russia could finally achieve her
"historic mission."

